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(4) H.Haralambos, op.cit, p. 373. 
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The Factors Affecting the Saudi 
Educated Woman Participation in the Development 


ABSTRACT 


One of the scientific postulates in today’s world is that woman, in 
any society, represents, to a great deal, half its human resources, 
and that the society’s progress and development do not depend on 
man’s contribution only, but on both man and woman’s participation. 


Thus, most countries emphasize women’s education and employment to 
play an effective role towards the wellbeing of the society. 
Moreover, with the awareness and realization of the important place 
that woman occupies in the society, her participation has become an 
absolute necessity. 


Many enlightened people in the developing countries are now of the 
opinion that the society’s development cannot be fulfilled without 
the participation of women at all levels of development and in all 
aspects of the country’s progress and advancement. 


Social work with respect to women has-been furthered, and since the 
1970’s many conferences and symposiums on women have been convened 
with the aim of discussing and searching for scientific approaches to 
women’s problems, and making recommendations to social institutions 
on the most effective ways to address their needs. 


A close look at the present status of the Saudi educated women 
reveals that their participation in the country’s general development 
is minimal. They are not more than 5.3 percent of the total work 
force. 


In view of this fact the Fifth Development Plan of the Kingdom ains 
at increasing the percentage of the Saudi women’s participation in 
the work force to 10.5%. 


The problem is to investigate and to find out the factors that 
substantially influence the participation of the Saudi educated woman 
in the various sectors of the country’s development, and to determine 
whether they have to be more related to the society system in general 
or with the woman herself. 


Drawing on the results of. the investigation, we can form suitable 
professional techniques which can influence these factors by 
concentrating on the community organization method, and the problem 
solving approach. 


Second: AIMS OF THE RESEARCH: 
SSeone: _ Ait OF THE RESEARCH: 


This research aims at achieving the following: 


1- To know the opinion of the Saudi educated women with respect to 
their participation in additional sectors of development. 


2- To describe the negative and positive factors affecting the 
Saudi educated women’s participation in the country’s 
development. 


3= To offer alternative solutions Which might be helpful to those 


involved in development Planning in general, and manpower 
planning in particular. 


4- To lay down an outline for a mdel suitable for professional 
participation. 


Third: TERMINOLOGY (CONCEPTS) 


1. Effective Factors, 2. Participation, 3. Saudi educated 
women, 4. Development, 5. Alienation, 6. Belonging, ard 7. 
Role Conflict. 


Fourth: HYPOTHESIS OF THE RESEARCH 


1- There are factors affecting the participation of Saudi educated 


women _in development. 





To show the validity of this hypothesis, the following 
sub-hypotheses had to be tested. 


1. There is a relation between the factors connected with the 
society systems and women’s participation in development. 


2. There is a relation between the factors associated with the 
woman herself and her participation in development. 


3. It is possible that the factors related to the society 
system differ in their effect fram those connected with the 
woman herself, with respect to her participation in the 
development. 


Fifth: METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 





i= The Style of the research: Descriptive and analytic. 
2- Method: Social survey through samples. 
3~ The Scope of the research: 


A- les: 


1- A Stratified, random sample from Saudi educated women 
(holding B.A. at least) (606 total) 


2- 


A Purposive sample fram Sadi educated non-working women. 
(50 total) 


A Purposive sample from Saudi educated women who worked for 
some time and Stopped working for some reason. (50 total). 
Selective samples from femle leading personalities in 
Riyadh City for holding interviews concerning some 
variables affecting the present research. 


Place of the research: All sectors where Saudi women work 
in Riyadh City. 
Tools o 7 


a) A questionnaire for Saudi educated working women in 
different development sectors in Riyadh. 


b) A questionnaire for a selective group of Saudi educated 
women who worked for some time and stopped working for 
some reason. 


Cc) A questionnaire for a selective group of Saudi educated 
women who have never worked. 


qd) A questionnaire for female leading personalities in 
Riyadh. 


e) A questionnaire for same development and manpower 
Planning officials in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


OF $ 


1- The first sub-hypothesis -is found valid. There are both 


positive and negative factors related to the society system 
affecting the Saudi educated woman’s participation in 
Gevelopment, @.g. encouraging women to work in some 
fields (positive); reservation against woman’s work, 
difficulties associated with the woman’s position in work, 
available work fields are insufficient etc. (negative). 


The second sub-hypothesis is found valid. There are both 
positive and negative factors connected with the woman 
herself and affecting the Saudi educated woman's 
participation in development, e.g., positive attitudes to 
participation, satisfaction fron work, ability to work in 
various fields (positive), personal problems affecting work 
(negative), 


From the above findings there are sufficient indicators to 
infer that the negative factors associated with the society 
system are more effective than those related to the woman, 
herself with respect to her participation in development. . 


The above findings have been confirmed by the planning 


officials and female leading personalities consulted. 


The research draws an outlined model suitable for facing» 
the negative factors of the educated women’s participation 
in development fram the perspective of the community 
organization method. 
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